JCC GOVERNING BOARD
Lori K. Sidman, Chair
Mark Barrocas, Vice Chair
Virginia (Ginny) MacDowell, Secretary
Louis J. Grossman, Treasurer

JCC Greater Boston
333 Nahanton Street
Newton, MA 02459

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Holliston, MA
Permit #72

617-558-6522
bostonjcc.org

Standing Committee Chairs
Eric B. Brenman, Esq., Audit
Faith Kaplan, Facilities
Carolynn Levy, Governance and Leadership
Development
Charlie Popkin, Finance
Richard Scherr, Resource Development
Directors
Avi Almozlino
David Begelfer
Scott Black
Marc Busny
Richard Cohen
Mara Riemer Goldstein
Daniel Fradkin
Tamar Salter Frieze
Mitchell Leiman
Ann Levin
Sari Anne Rapkin
Gabrielle Sigel
Dr. James (Jim) Snider
Ruth (Boomer) Weinstein
Debra Yanofsky
Copyright ©2018 Jewish Community Centers
of Greater Boston, Inc. All trademarks are the property
of their respective owners. All rights reserved.

SAVE THE DATE!

Celebrate Summer with a White Party on Tu B’Av
Wednesday, July 25
More information to come…

No matter where you are...No matter who you are...

JCC Greater Boston invites you to explore, learn and engage—all while connecting to
a vibrant Jewish community.
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Community Impact Report

Building for today and tomorrow

Excitement is Building at JCC Greater Boston!
Dear Friends,
We are excited to let you know that JCC Greater
Boston has raised more than $10 million in
support of Our Campaign to Re-imagine the JCC!
This fundraising milestone puts us 90% of the
way toward our total goal for phase one of the
campaign, which focuses on updating our flagship
facility, the Leventhal-Sidman Center.
Thanks to the community’s resounding support,
construction is now underway.

Thank you for being part of JCC Greater Boston’s
community.
Sincerely,

Lori K. Sidman
Chair, Governing Board

Here’s what’s included in the first phase:

•

A state-of-the-art Fitness Center overlooking
scenic conservation land

•

Completely renovated locker rooms with
contemporary amenities and a separate space
for children and adults

•

A dedicated family wing designed to nurture
friendships and Jewish connections

When construction is finished, you’ll be able
to enjoy a modernized facility that has been
transformed to truly match the excellence of
the programs housed within it!
Also on the subject of construction, in this issue
we look at another type of building that happens at
JCC Greater Boston. Whether it’s through PJ Library,
family events, summer camp, the Parkinson’s
Wellness Initiative or other programs, JCC Greater
Boston gives people the tools to build lives of
meaning, joy and purpose. On the following pages,
you’ll meet a few of those people.

Mark Sokoll
President/CEO

“

Achieving this milestone is a significant accomplishment.
Not only does it allow us to move forward, but it is also
a powerful endorsement of our vision by the Greater
Boston Jewish community.

” - Lori K. Sidman
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INCLUSION

JCC Parkinson’s Program
Helps Build New Beginnings
When Hyam Kramer was first diagnosed with Parkinson’s, he felt like his life
was over. Instead, he says he learned the powerful lesson that you can find
light in the darkness – with a little help. Here, he describes his journey.
A message of hope
It was such a revelation to me to participate in the Parkinson’s Wellness
Program at the JCC. The program’s message is that Parkinson’s doesn’t mean
life is over. I can now see the disease as the start of a new chapter in my life.
The support of a community
Parkinson’s is often isolating, but JCC Greater Boston’s Wellness Program
made me realize I’m not alone. The friendships I’ve made through the
program and the way we support each other has made a big difference in
my outlook. Like any solider who is stronger with an army behind him or her,
we’re stronger united than we are fighting on our own.

Introducing the Latest Chapter
of PJ Library® for Older Kids

PJ Library Helps Build
Jewish Community
for Families

Young children love PJ Library for the great stories and music. Parents love
that it helps build Jewish identity. Now, older kids can get in on the action.

“

JCC Greater Boston is proud to now offer PJ Our Way, a free subscription for
exceptional books with Jewish themes for kids 8 ½ to 11. Every month, kids go
online to choose a book from a selection of four high-quality titles that have
been reviewed by a panel of PJ educators, parents and kids. That adds up to
12 free books a year.
Kids can also take polls and quizzes, participate in monthly interviews
and challenges, and comment on blog posts. There’s even a parent blog
where parents can read about each book and find suggestions for
family conversations.
With PJ Our Way, families with kids over 8 don’t have to give up the magic of
PJ Library. PJ Library of Greater Boston is a gift from JCC Greater Boston with
additional support from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, Combined Jewish
Philanthropies and generous donors in our community.

To sign up for a subscription, visit: bostonjcc.org/pjlibrary
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PJ Library is more than books.
Having recently moved here
from New York City, PJ Library
turned out to be a great
connector to the Jewish

”

community.

- Stefanie Johnson
PJ Library Parent, Medford

“

Learn More
For more information
about exercise and
movement classes
for Parkinson’s patients,
and a support group
for care partners, visit:
bostonjcc.org/parkinsons

Staying active
The great thing about the Parkinson’s exercise classes at the JCC is that we’re
all rooting for each other. We focus on what we can do, not what we can’t do.
I’m inspired to be as fit as I can be.
Rediscovering a lust for life
Depression is common among Parkinson’s
patients. With help from the JCC and my
doctors, I fought it off. I was able to say ‘yes’
to getting married, going on a honeymoon,
seeing the Taj Mahal, climbing the world’s
tallest tower in Dubai… I’m celebrating life!
Hyam means ‘life’ in English. I try to live up
to my name every day.

PJ Library helps us reach
families beyond our doors.
We send books to 7,200
children in 97 towns every
month. And this year, we will
host more than 100 events
with approximately 2,500
families attending!

”

– Jamie Darsa
PJ Library Manager, JCC Greater Boston

Embracing life: Hyam (left) and his partner
of 23 years, Tom Gunnoud, on their honeymoon
after Hyam’s Parkinson’s diagnosis.
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Families Build Holiday Traditions at JCC Events Around Greater Boston
Learn More

Purim, the year’s happiest holiday,

Passover events soon followed,

JCC Greater Boston warmly welcomes

was made for kids and kids at heart!

and young children from more than

families of all backgrounds and beliefs

More than 160 families engaged in the

120 families learned about the holiday

to joyfully participate in our Jewish

Purim tradition of having fun and acting

through song, fun DIY crafts projects

holiday programs throughout the region.

holiday programs, visit

silly at the JCC’s celebrations throughout

and kid-friendly cooking activities.

To learn more about future
bostonjcc.org/holidayprograms

Greater Boston in March.

A wacky and wild Purim celebration at the

South Area families with young children made

Families North of Boston danced to the music

Children from Metrowest communities were all

Karen K and the Jitterbugs, photo booth, crafts

PJ Library Purim dance party held at the Sharon

support of Project Bread at a PJ Library Passover

home at PJ Library’s “Tot Chef: Passover Edition”

Leventhal-Sidman Center featured a concert by
and holiday treats.

4

crafts, played games and rocked out at a
Community Center.

of Josh and the Jamtones, while raising money in
concert in Somerville.

smiles while making Passover granola to take
in Natick.
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Camp Grossman Builds Shared Experiences
for Kids of All Abilities
Jodi Fletcher’s daughter, Lily, and son, Aaron, are only 16 months apart. So it was always natural
for them to do almost everything together. When Aaron was diagnosed with autism at age
three, neither child understood why they could no longer go to school or activities together.
Here, Jodi tells us how much it means to her family that they found JCC Greater Boston’s Camp
Grossman, where an inclusive program meets the needs of both Lily and Aaron.

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

What’s unique about Camp Grossman for your family?
There are so many places and activities in our lives where our kids can’t be together. And Grossman
gives us a place where we can be a family. It’s where we’re ‘Jodi, Jason, Lily and Aaron’ and not ‘the
Fletchers with the child who has special needs.’

How does it feel to have your two children go to the same camp?
Lily and Aaron get on the same bus, they have an amazing time at Camp Grossman and they come home
happy and tired. They’re just two kids who had a great day. It doesn’t matter that one child has special needs.

What was Aaron’s first day at Camp with his sister like?
Aaron started his first day of camp with the biggest smile. I didn’t think it could get any bigger. But when he
got off the camp bus in the afternoon, his smile was even bigger. He was so excited to be with his sister at
camp. He was so proud of himself, and we were so proud of him. It’s a moment I will always cherish.

To learn more about Camp Grossman, visit bostonjcc.org/grossman

Golf Benefit Raises more than
$250,000 for JCC Camp Scholarships
On June 6, more than 225 golfers participated in JCC Greater
Boston’s 15th Annual Golf Benefit honoring Ruth “Boomer”
and Bill Weinstein at the International Golf Club and Resort.
JCC Greater Boston provides more than $650,000 in financial aid
every summer to almost 1,000 campers. The Golf Benefit ensures
we can say “yes” to every child in our community.
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JCC@333: Building our Jewish Story
On Wednesday, March 7, in the midst of an epic snowstorm, JCC Greater Boston warmly welcomed
more than 350 guests to the Leventhal-Sidman Center to raise more than $500,000 in support of
the JCC’s Annual Campaign. Guests at JCC@333 heard incredible stories about how JCC Greater
Boston helps families build new beginnings, stronger communities and meaningful shared
experiences, all supporting a vibrant Jewish community today and in the future.
Winnie Sandler Grinspoon, the President of the Harold Grinspoon
Foundation, received the Norman B. Leventhal Community
Leadership Award in recognition of her incredible work across
the globe. JCC Greater Boston partners with the Foundation in
many ways, including the PJ Library program which serves more
than 7,000 children every month.
Please visit bostonjcc.org/jcc-stories for more incredible stories
about members of our community whose lives have been changed
by JCC Greater Boston programs.
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Captions (clockwise from top left)
Winnie Sandler Grinspoon, President of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation and Norman B. Leventhal Community
Leadership Award Recipient
More than 350 attendees enjoyed the evening’s festivities at the Leventhal-Sidman Center
Naomi Zygiel-Almozlino, Dr. Avraham Almozlino, Robert Goldstein and Mara Riemer Goldstein (L-R), Event Co-chairs
Winnie Sandler Grinspoon, JCC President/CEO Mark Sokoll, and JCC Greater Boston Board Chair Lori K. Sidman (L-R)
Hyam Kramer (L), whose participation in JCC Greater Boston’s Parkinson’s Wellness Initiative was a featured story,
and his husband, Tom Gunnoud
Past event chairs Irina and Mark Barrocas and Drs. Onir and Jeffrey Spiegel (L-R)
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