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Dear Friends,
We are proud to share this spring Community Impact Report
with you, highlighting some of the incredible ways JCC Greater
Boston has been able to grow community over the past year.
Our cherished community has shown resilience through
unprecedented times and embraced new ways to build activity,
routine, and connection while keeping everyone safe. On the
following pages, we acknowledge the enormous challenges of
the past year and celebrate the amazing ways our community at
the JCC has responded.
Over the last 15 months, JCC Greater Boston has faced new
realities. We have grown based on what we have learned with
our community. This growth makes us who we are today: an
organization that now offers both remote and in-person
programs for thousands looking to connect with each other and
Jewish life. Nearly 100,000 individuals have participated in more
than 1,600 online programs, including Shabbat services, fitness
classes, challah baking lessons, and the Hot Buttons, Cool
Conversations discussion series.
We engage seniors in the South Area in finding connection. We
have given back to our community by helping families
experiencing food insecurity in these challenging times. And, as
we anticipate this summer’s camp experiences, we are raising
thousands of dollars to ensure that every child can attend one
of our summer camps regardless of their family’s financial
situation. Our generous donors make these moments and
thousands of others possible.
These efforts, both in person and virtually, demonstrate how JCC
Greater Boston is at the forefront of embracing all families in a
vibrant Jewish life. As we look ahead to our new normal, we will
continue to ensure that all who choose to participate feel
welcomed as they find their place in our community.
Gratefully,

Louis J. Grossman

Chair, Governing Board

Mark Sokoll

President/CEO
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Growing Community Together...
Even When Staying Apart
Providing Routine and Connection for Isolated Seniors
Life for seniors in our community changed dramatically during
the past year. As Harvey Levensohn, JCC South Senior Program
Director, explained, “Seniors were very isolated and very afraid.
They needed support, and they needed to connect. They were
desperate to feel less alone… and less scared.” Harvey, with 14
years of experience planning programming for seniors, picked
up the phone, turned on Zoom, and began doing what he does
best – engaging seniors. With an average of five virtual programs
per month, a list of over 400 email addresses, and a consistent
attendance rate of 50-60 seniors per program, Harvey and the
JCC provided holiday celebrations, arts and culture programs,
education, music, stories, videos, laughter, friendship, and fun
to those seniors who needed it most. Seniors “zoomed in” from
near and far, including 20 local towns, Worcester, New York, New
Jersey, and Florida.

Thank you for all you do to
make the week less bleak
during this difficult time.
Roberta Gerson, Stoughton

Harvey was a one-man Zoom director and technology educator.
The events were, as he calls them, “hamish and very friendly…with opportunities to kibbitz and schmooze.” A New Year’s
“Eve” celebration included multiple entertainers as the seniors
nibbled hors d’oeuvres and toasted to a "Happy New Year" not
at midnight... but at noon! The Virtual Passover Seder found
many seniors now fully vaccinated and hopeful that they will be
together in-person once again. Next year, like the Israelites,
they too will survive the plagues. Post-Covid and post-isolation,
they will emerge stronger and, thanks to Harvey and the JCC,
have grown their community together.

Your enthusiasm and commitment
have given all of us much enjoyment in these trying times.
Mildred “Millie” Tobolsky, Sharon
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South Area Seniors gathering for a virtual
Passover celebration on Zoom

Growing Family Connections...
Embracing Jewish Stories

Celebrating Passover with Families Across Boston
In the story of Passover, we remember the plight of the Israelites as they
escape slavery, survive plagues, and reach freedom. One year ago, amidst the
beginning of the modern plague we now know as Covid-19, most of us felt
isolated from extended family, friends, and community as our own wandering
began. Thanks to modern medicine and science, we can confidently now say,
“next year in person.”
This year, during Passover 2021, as part of our efforts to continue to provide
connection for families across the community, we celebrated virtually with
stories, songs, snacks, and sustenance. This spring, in partnership with our
friends at PJ Library, JCC Greater Boston offered a variety of online Passover
programs that welcomed hundreds from across the community.

Next year in Jerusalem person!

Mosaic Seder plates are our new family heirlooms
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Growing Community...
by Caring for Those in Need

“Give graciously, cheerfully, and sympathetically.” - Maimonides

We have all grown up during the last year.
We grew taller and we grew wider (though, hopefully, virtual and in-person fitness classes helped)! We grew stronger
and we grew wiser. We grew more resilient, more creative, and more accepting of change. We grew more connected
to our immediate families. We grew a deeper appreciation for the friends and loved ones whom we could not see in
person.
We grew acutely aware of struggles and sickness and suffering. And we grew an understanding of how profound an
impact we can make.
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Participants in “Cooking Together to Fight Hunger”

Thank you for the opportunity to continue with
the program: Cooking Together to Fight Hunger. I
am so glad I joined this program because the
program leaders were fun and instructive, I learned
about Lasagna Love and its important mission, and
will be happy to share food with others, and I
met some lovely fellow cooks. I am signed
up for the next Casserole classes and am
looking forward to it!
Donna

We Nourished Our Neighbors
The pandemic highlighted our collective obsession with cooking. It also revealed the growing food insecurity problem
in our area. With the number of food-insecure families growing, JCC Greater Boston decided to take action. The JCC
partnered with a fabulous mom-led organization, Lasagna Love, to teach our community members how to prepare
delicious Italian specialties. We then matched our “chefs” with families in need who requested a home-cooked
lasagna. The lasagnas provided the families in need with nourishment, sustenance, and hope. We spread kindness
and strengthened our community one lasagna at a time.
During the month of March, our professional team – from teachers to lifeguards to administrative staff – joined
together with our members to help feed the 1 in 7 Massachusetts residents, and 1 in 5 children, who are food insecure.
We partnered with JF&CS’s Family Table to help feed more than 500 families who were uncertain on any given day if
they would have enough food to eat.
We considered this essential work.
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Growing Community...

Where Children Thrive in a Nurturing,
Values-based Learning Environment
Launching Expanded Kindergarten Classes to Support Families
JCC Greater Boston launched three new Kindergarten
classes in September at our Hingham and Newton Early
Learning Centers. The centers were filled with laughter,
learning, and play as 27 students were welcomed into
these new classrooms. Demand for this in-person
program was overwhelming as many area schools began
the school year fully remote. Current and prospective
families asked for our support, and we were able to
respond quickly to their needs.
With safety as our number one priority, the Kindergarteners thrived. They learned the fundamentals of reading
and writing, of Jewish life and holidays, and of community. The children created magnificent art projects,

explored activities in science and math, and spent the days
with wonderful new friends and supportive teachers –
mostly outside!
Our commitment to Kindergarten education and to the
social-emotional health of the students enabled the kids to
be kids while their adults had the time needed to adult.
All four JCC Early Learning Centers opened in June 2020 and
have welcomed hundreds of children across our sites in
Brookline/Brighton, Hingham, Newton, and Sharon. We look
forward to a great summer and fall of 2021 with our
pre-school communities.

The experience that our son has had in Kindergarten
here has been light years above what he would have
experienced doing a hybrid program.

6

Caroline Wheelihan, Hingham ELC parent

Growing Community...

by Connecting Every Generation to Jewish Life
From Boomers to Millennials, and onto Gens X, Y, and Z, JCC Greater Boston serves the young
and the young-at-heart. For one family, the JCC is the bridge between the generations. Tania is
a Holocaust survivor who has been a JCC member since November 1983. Before the pandemic,
Tania used to visit the Leventhal-Sidman JCC every day for Zumba classes and to see her friends.
Over the past year, she has stayed fit and connected to her community thanks to daily zoom
exercise classes. She says, “It makes you feel good. You feel like you accomplished something.”
When youth sports clinics became an option, Tania’s great-grandson Noam immediately
restarted his outdoor weekly tennis lessons at the JCC.
Tania credits the JCC with helping her stay healthy and connected during the pandemic. The
family credits the JCC with keeping Tania’s body healthy and her mind young. The generations
that follow her through the doors of the Leventhal-Sidman JCC share immense joy in their
ability to spend quality time together creating lasting family memories.

Tania with her great grandchildren Noam, 13,
Orlee, 10, Eliana, 19 months, Aliza,7

Playing tennis at the Leventhal-Sidman
JCC tennis courts
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JCC@333:
Growing Community, Together
On Tuesday, April 6, JCC Greater Boston
welcomed more than 300 guests, both virtually
and drive-in style at the Leventhal-Sidman JCC,
to celebrate this year’s JCC@333 event. The
evening raised nearly $450,000 in support of
the JCC’s Annual Campaign. Featuring great
food and some surprise celebrity guest appearances, both virtual and drive-in attendees came
away with a renewed commitment to the
growth of our community's most important
programs and services, even in this year of
immense challenges. We are growing our community’s most important programs and
services. The evening reminded all guests how
their philanthropic support of JCC Greater
Boston brings those programs to life for thousands throughout our community.
Please visit www.bostonjcc.org/jcc-stories for
more incredible stories from members of our
community whose lives have been changed by
JCC Greater Boston programs over the past
year.

Golf Benefit raises more than $250,000 for JCC Camp Scholarships
On Monday, June 7, approximately 150 golfers teed off in JCC Greater Boston’s 17th Annual Golf Benefit honoring
Richard Scherr at Blue Hills Country Club in Canton. For nearly a decade, Richard has passionately supported this
event, helping to send thousands of kids to JCC camps.
JCC Greater Boston provides more than $650,000 in financial aid every summer to nearly 1,000 campers. We know this
summer many families who have been impacted by the pandemic will need more support than ever before. The Golf
Benefit ensures we can say "yes" to every child in our community who wants a Jewish summer camp experience.
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Grow With Us!

Activities for Children and Families

Grow
[ rō] VERB

grow (verb) · grows (third person present) · grew (past tense) · growing (present participle) · grown (past
participle) 1. (of a living thing) undergo natural development by increasing in size and changing
physically; progress to maturity. 2. become larger or greater over a period of time; increase.

Activity: How Much Have You Grown?
How much have you grown over the last year?
Have many sizes have your feet grown?
How long did your hair grow?
What are 3 things you learned
this year that helped your mind grow?

Activity: Watch Things Grow
Grow Sugar Crystals | The procedure is really easy.

Crystals
You only need a few
common kitchen materials
for this crystal project:
3 cups sugar (sucrose)
1 cup boiling water
food coloring (optional)
flavoring (optional – good
choices include cherry,
peppermint, and cinnamon)
clean glass or plastic jar
wooden skewer or cotton string

• Dissolve the sugar in the boiling water. You can heat the sugar solution on the
stove or in the microwave if you have trouble getting the sugar to dissolve.
• Add a few drops of food coloring and flavor, if desired.
• Allow the solution to cool a bit before pouring it into your jar. Ask an adult for help
if you need to, you don’t want to get burned!
• Pour the sugar solution into a jar.
• Place a wooden skewer into the jar or hang a string into the middle of the jar, tied
to a pencil or butter knife.
• Place the container somewhere it won’t be disturbed. You may wish to cover the jar
with a paper towel or coffee filter to allow evaporation while keeping the crystal
solution clean.
• It may take a few days to get good crystal growth. If you see crystals forming on the
top of the jar, you can remove them and eat them. If you leave them, these crystals
will compete with your stick or string for sugar and will reduce the size of your
crystals.
• Remove the crystals and enjoy them! If you want to store the crystals before eating
them, keep them in an airtight container so humidity in the air won’t make the rock
candy sticky.

Did you know? JCC camps, summer programs, and the outdoor pool are open this summer!
Grow as a swimmer, an athlete, an actor, a nature enthusiast, and as a friend.
Learn more about summer programs at www.bostonjcc.org/summer-camps
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